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Nothing creates the perfect ambiance on a cold winter’s day than the warmth 
from a wood burner. The popularity of burning wood has significantly increased in 
the last few years and some of the reasons for this include: controlling costs by 
moving to a more sustainable fuel, wanting to become more carbon-neutral or 
simply wanting to enjoy a real fire!. This has created a demand from stove and fire 
manufacturers to design highly efficient and stylish  wood burners that can be 
enjoyed in a range of homes.

If you are a homeowner looking to install a wood burner, here are reasons why you 
should purchase one today.

With rising fuel costs, many homeowners are seeking alternative ways to heat 
their homes. Burning wood is not only better for the environment but it can also 
offer a carbon neutral, wholly sustainable heat source. Wood is renewable and 
burning it is a carbon-neutral process, so the amount of CO2 it releases into the 
atmosphere as it burns is the same as that absorbed by a tree as it grows.
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One of the major developments in stove design is the extensive availability of 
wood burners that are suitable for use in Smoke Control Areas. Living in a 
Smoke Control Area means that homes are not allowed to emit any smoke from 
their chimney when using a wood burner. If you own a wood burning stove or 
fire that is not exempt, please visit DEFRA to see a list of authorised smokeless 
fuels that you may be allowed to burn. Otherwise, seek advice from Cheshire 
Stoves to find out about installing a Smoke Control kit in your non-exempt wood 
burner. If you are looking to fit a wood burning stove or fire in your urban home, 
city dwellers can now choose from the vast majority of wood burners that are 
suitable for use in Smoke Control Areas.

Homeowners without a chimney now have the possibility to add a wood 
burning stove or fire into their properties. By fitting a twin-wall pipe systems 
you are now able to enjoy the flames of a real log fire in your home. This will also 
allow you to investigate other rooms such as conservatories or family rooms 
which would benefit from the focal point a wood burner creates.
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Most Wood burning stoves and fires are CE marked. This means that they have 
been independently tested to exacting European standards for both heating 
efficiency and emissions. This widely recognised acknowledgement of the 
highest standards is a testament to our commitment to employing the best 
procedures and practices and creating the very finest, quality appliances.

Open fires usually have an efficiency of up to 10-20% where as a wood burning 
stove or fire will have a heating efficiency of up to 86%. High efficiency wood 
burners maintain most of the heat inside your home with less going to waste up 
the chimney.
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Before you make a purchase, we strongly recommend that you consult 
with Cheshire Stoves to ensure you get adequate, professional advice. 
We will be able to assist you with every step of your stove or fire purchase, 
from assessing your home, selecting the right product, correct 
installation and aftersales support.

We will also be able to show you a selection of appliances so you can get a 
good idea of what a fire or stove looks like when burning. It is also vitally 
important that your chosen installer is approved and up to date with the 
latest regulations. To find out more, visit HETAS, who are the ‘official body 
recognised by Government to approve biomass and solid fuel  domestic 
heating appliances, fuels and services including the registration of 
competent installers and servicing businesses’ at www.hetas.co.uk. At 
Cheshire Stoves all of our installers are HETAS Trained.

Having a perfect fire and achieving the ultimate look for your home not 
only gives you a sense of fulfilment, but also rewards you and your living 
space.
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Multi fuel stoves vs wood burning stoves

The type of fuel available will help you decide between a multi-fuel and 
wood burning stove. Although wood is the typical type of fuel people 
think of to burn in a stove, you can also burn other fuels such as coal in a 
multi-fuel stove. Here we talk you thorough the types of stove so you can 
work out what would be best for your home. 

Multi fuel stoves
Also called solid mineral-fuel stoves, multi-fuel stoves can burn wood, 
smokeless fuel and coal. There are differences in the ways these fuels 
burn, and not all multi-fuel stoves are optimised for burning all 
compatible fuels equally efficiently.

How different fuels burn
Coal needs air to reach it from below through a grate. Most multi-fuel 
stoves have a riddling plate that allows you to remove any ash that's built 
up, letting more air through from underneath.

Wood, on the other hand, burns best when sitting on a bed of ash (also 
called a firebox, which is where the fuel burns), with air circulating from 
the top. Because of these differences, a multi-fuel stove may not be 
optimised for burning both types of fuel. In a survey of 2000 people in 
September 2013, 45% have a wood burning stove and 35% have a multi-
fuel stove. But the Stove Industry Alliance (SIA) found that 77% of people 
that have a multi-fuel stove only burn wood.

If you are planning on only burning wood, getting a dedicated log burner 
is advisable. However, if you think you may not have regular access to 
wood  and so would like the option to burn coal occasionally, then a multi-
fuel stove is a good option. Some stoves have a control allowing you to 
circulate  more air from above or below, depending on the type of fuel.
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Ideally, it’s best to work out what type of fuel you want to burn and what 
you have access to first, and then base your buying decision on that. If you 
live in a smoke controlled area, you will need a Defra-exempt stove or to 
only burn smokeless fuel on a multi-fuel stove.

Also keep in mind that if you are buying a stove to be more eco-friendly, 
coal isn’t a carbon-neutral fuel like wood. 

Wood burning stoves

Also called wood fuel stoves, these run solely on wood logs, pellets. 
burning this type of wood is very eco-friendly.

However, you need to factor in time for drying the wood - ideally around 
one to two years - to make it most efficient, which means you will also 
need the space. You can buy ready-dried wood from our sister company 
Cheshire Logs Direct - www.cheshirelogsdirect.com.

Wood-pellet stove
Wood pellet stoves use electricity to power automatic loading and an 
ignition These stoves, which can look quite different to log burners and 
tend to cost a lot more, use pellets made from wood by-products, such as 
sawdust, or other organic materials such as corn, which are tightly 
compacted together. Check which type of pellets the stove can burn 
before you buy.

Many wood pellet stoves have a ‘hopper’, which feeds the pellets into the 
stove so it needs filling less frequently. Many also have an automatic 
ignition to  light the pellets electronically, a timer for turning the stove on 
and off, and a back-up power supply in case there is a power failure - 
something worth looking out for. 
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Pros

Drier and denser than wood logs, making them more efficient
Use materials that may otherwise go to landfill
Requires less storage space for fuel
Produce less ash than burning logs

Cons

Making the pellets does have an environmental impact - they produce 3.5 
times more carbon per kWh than wood logs
Wood pellets can be harder to come by than logs
Rely on electricity so you will make an impact to your electricity bill
Need to be maintained more regularly than a log stove - they need to be 
serviced as well as having twice yearly chimney sweeps
Find out more about the costs of a stove, as well as installation, by taking a 
look at our guide.

Tel : 07501 809 001     -      www.cheshirestoves.co.uk
Cheshire Stoves, Cockshades Farm, Stock Lane, Wybunbury,  Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 7HA



Wood-burning stove safety tips

Wood Burning Stoves and Multi Fuel Stoves should use only the right quality of wood / fuel and need to be 
properly installed, maintained and regularly serviced by a qualified and competent person.

If your wood burner is not burning correctly, contact the Cheshire Stoves or contact the Association of 
British Solid Fuel Appliance Manufacturers for advice.

Follow these guidelines:

The stove should be installed by a competent person, following the maker's instructions and the building 
regulations and codes of practice.

Make sure there is always enough air coming into the room and that the chimney is clean – this will assist 
the burning process reducing the likelihood of airborne particulate within the room. Particulate within the 
room has the potential to be hazardous to heath, more so for those with a pre-existing respiratory illness.

Wood burning stoves require placement on a fire-resistant base. Placement directly onto a hardwood floor 
or carpeted surface increases the risk of fire due to the extreme heat in the fire box.

The wood should be dry.  This usually takes about two years. A well-seasoned log will have drying-out splits 
in the ends. Wet or newly-felled wood can cause tar or creosote to form in the wood burner and chimney.

If the creosote is not removed through yearly cleaning, there is a significant danger of the creosote igniting 
and causing a chimney fire any kind of chimney fire has the potential to result in significant loss of property 
or life.

If the wood burner has been used slowly (overnight, for instance) this should be followed by a period of 
faster burning to dry out any creosote and to warm up the chimney again.

The chimney should be cleaned at the end of each heating season and at least once during the heating 
season. It should also be inspected regularly.

Do not stack logs or place any other combustible materials immediately adjacent to the stove or boiler. The 
Service been called to fires caused as a result of logs being stored against the hot external surface of wood 
burners.

Children should be educated about the dangers of fire and should not be permitted near hot surfaces or the 
stove door. Use a protective fire guard that is suited to the design of the stove within your property.

Use extra caution and proper protection when opening the stove door, adding to the fire or touching any 
part of the wood burning stove to prevent yourself from getting burnt.

Never leave a fire unattended for any reason.
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Cheshire Stoves
Cockshades Farm

Stock Lane
Wybunbury,  Nantwich

Cheshire,  CW5 7HA

Tel : 07501 809 001
Email : info@cheshirestoves.co.uk
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